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PRESIDENTIAL  SCHOLARS 


Each  spring  nearly  three  million  young  Americans 
graduate  from  public  and  private  high  schools 
throughout  the  country.  The  best  students  among  them 
traditionally  receive  scholarships  and  other  prizes  for 
their  accomplishments  and  to  encourage  them  to  further 
develop  their  talents  for  their  own  good  and  the  good 
of  society. 

This  system  of  recognition  and  encouragement  has 
been  carried  to  its  ultimate  level  in  the  Presidential 
Scholars  program — the  highest  possible  honor  for 
American  high  school  students. 

By  personally  recognizing  these  truly  outstanding 
young  men  and  women  each  year,  the  President  honors 
all  American  youth  of  high  academic  ability,  the 
schools  that  train  them,  and  ultimately  the  entire 
educational  enterprise. 

Presidential  Scholars  are  chosen  with  exacting  care. 
They  represent  the  finest  intellectual  and  leadership 
achievement  in  their  class,  and  they  are  indeed  worthy 
to  receive  from  the  hand  of  the  President  the  bronze 
medallions  signifying  their  honor. 

The  medallions  are  theirs  and  the  honor  is  theirs — 
as,  indeed,  are  the  extraordinary  abilities  and  unusual 
potential  that  won  them  Presidential  recognition. 

But  in  a  larger  sense  the  true  beneficiary  of  this 
effort  is  America  itself,  a  country  reaching  for  the 
highest  levels  of  excellence  in  every  area  of  human 
endeavor,  a  Nation  seeking  for  all  its  people  the  maxi- 
mum opportunity  for  education  to  enable  them  to 
live  lives  of  challenge,  accomplishment,  and  fulfillment. 

The  Presidential  Scholars  program  speaks  directly 
to  these  goals. 

— The  Commission  on  Presidential  Scholars 


Selection  Process 

The  Presidential  Scholars  are  chosen  by  a  group  of 
Americans  distinguished  in  education  and  public 
affairs.  The  Commission  on  Presidential  Scholars  se- 
lects a  boy  and  a  girl  from  each  State,  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  Puerto  Rico.  Another  15  are  chosen 
at  large.  All  are  picked  on  the  basis  of  outstanding 
scholarship  and  demonstrated  leadership  capabilities. 

There  are  no  applications  for  the  honor.  Students 
automatically  become  candidates  by  taking  the  na- 
tional test  given  by  National  Merit  Scholarship  Cor- 
poration. In  this  way  approximately  1,500,000  students 
are  considered,  virtually  all  who  will  go  to  college 
and  certainly  all  of  outstanding  record. 

The  National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation,  which 
coordinates  the  selection  process  under  a  contract  with 
the  Federal  Government,  examines  the  qualifications 
of  all  candidates,  reviewing  in  detail  their  school  and 
test  records,  honors,  and  activities.  Three  are  chosen 
for  each  of  the  119  positions  and  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mission for  final  decisions  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
May. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Commission  delivers  the  list 
of  recommended  winners  to  the  President  who  notifies 
the  students  by  telegram  that  he  has  named  them  as 
Presidential  Scholars,  inviting  them  to  meet  with  him 
at  the  White  House  in  June  for  presentation  of  the 
medallions. 

The  award  is  purely  honorary.  There  are  no  pro- 
visions for  financial  aid  since  it  is  assumed  that  all 
Presidential  Scholars  already  have  been  provided  with 
sufficient  assistance  from  other  sources  to  enable  their 
attendance  at  college. 


Presentation 

The  Presidential  Scholars  are  brought  to  Washing- 
ton a  day  or  so  before  the  White  House  presentation 
ceremony  and  housed  at  a  local  university.  The  first 
evening  there  is  a  welcoming  reception  for  the  Scholars 
attended  by  youthful  members  of  the  President's  staff 
who  discuss  with  the  young  visitors  the  operations  of 
the  White  House  and  of  government.  The  occasion  is 
also  used  by  Commission  representatives  to  explain  to 
the  Scholars  the  nature  of  their  visit — where  they  will 
go,  whom  they  will  see — and  to  answer  any  questions 
they  might  have. 

The  following  day  the  Scholars  are  taken  on  a  tour 
of  government  that  few  visitors  to  the  Capital  experi- 
ence. They  visit  the  White  House,  the  Capitol,  the 
Supreme  Court  and  are  given  the  opportunity  to  inter- 
view highly  placed  persons  such  as  Cabinet  members, 
astronauts,  and  Supreme  Court  Justices.  They  also  lunch 
individually  with  their  Senators  and  Representatives. 

The  pinnacle  of  the  visit  is,  of  course,  the  presentation 
of  the  medallions  by  the  President,  which  takes  place 
at  the  White  House  followed  by  a  reception.  Parents 
are  invited  to  accompany  their  sons  and  daughters  to 
the  presentation  of  the  medallions  and  the  reception 
afterward. 

History 

The  Presidential  Scholars  program,  established  in 
1964,  has  identified  hundreds  of  America's  ablest  stu- 
dents but  has  uncovered  no  common  formula  for  genius. 
Although  they  shared  scholastic  eminence,  the  winners 
in  past  years  have  been  as  marvelously  different  as  any 
assortment  of  individuals  can  be. 

Approximately  eight  of  every  10  have  intended  to  go 
on  to  an  advanced  degree.  In  particular,  they  have  in- 


dicated  plans  to  study  law,  medicine,  mathematics,  the 
physical  sciences,  politics,  and  courses  in  public  service. 

Favorite  reading  has  included  such  as  Schopenhauer, 
John  Stuart  Mill,  and  Tolstoi — and  Fearless  Fosdick. 
Scholars  have  expressed  admiration  for  Werner  von 
Braun  and  Leonard  Bernstein  as  well  as  Billy  Graham 
and  Pope  Paul  VI.  Their  political  views  have  been 
strongly  held  and  strongly  expressed  with  about  one 
in  three  categorizing  himself  or  herself  as  a  conservative. 

The  Scholars  are,  in  brief,  not  really  a  "group"  of 
anything.  About  all  you  can  say  with  assurance  is  that 
they're  among  the  most  outstanding  young  people  that 
we  have  and  that  we  need  them. 


1970  PRESIDENTIAL  SCHOLARS 


Alabama 

MARGARET  M.  SCALISE 

Birmingham,  Alabama 
John  Carroll  High  School 

DELPHINE  R.  SMITH 

Mobile,  Alabama 

Bishop  Toolen  High  School 

ROBERT  E.  STEWART 

Birmingham,  Alabama 
Woodlawn  High  School 

Alaska 

G.  KRIS  CASSITY 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

West  Anchorage  High  School 

LINDA  L.  STASSEL 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

West  Anchorage  High  School 

Arizona 

M.  PAGE  BURKHOLDER 

Tucson,  Arizona 
Catalina  High  School 

MICHAEL  P.  ROACH 

Phoenix,  Arizona 
Washington  High  School 

Arkansas 

JIMMY  DALE  ALFORD 

Hope,  Arkansas 
Hope  High  School 

HAROLD  J.  EVANS 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Central  High  School 

CONNIE  M.  HOXIE 

North  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
North  Little  Rock  High 
School 


California 

WILLIAM  E.  BLAKELY 

San  Jose,  California 
William  C.  Overfelt  High 
School 

LORI  L.  FISLER 

Northridge,  California 
Chatsworth  High  School 
Chatsworth,  California 

DURWIN  WRIGHT 

Compton,  California 
Centennial  High  School 

Colorado 

JUDITH  K.  DILLEY 

Canon  City,  Colorado 
Canon  City  High  School 

DAVID  B.  WITKIN 

Denver,  Colorado 
East  High  School 

Connecticut 

GAIL  B.  HERSHATTER 

Branford,  Connecticut 
Branford  High  School 

EDWARD  T.  KOH 

New  Haven,  Connecticut 
Hopkins  Grammar  High 
School 

DAVID  B.  SWEET 

Bristol,  Connecticut 
Bristol  Eastern  High  School 

Delaware 

JULIANNE  M.  DUGAN 

Wilmington,  Delaware 
St.  Elizabeth  High  School 

D.  MICHAEL  WILLIAMS 

Wilmington,  Delaware 
Thomas  McKean  High 
School 


District  of  Columbia 

CYNTHIA  D.  HILL 

Washington,  D.C 
Eastern  High  School 

LEON  F.  HUNT 

Washington,  D.C. 
McKinley  Technical  High 
School 

Florida 

JAY  D.  BUDZISZEWSKI 

Titusville,  Florida 
Titusville  High  School 

JUDITH  A.  WILLIAMS 

Fort  Myers,  Florida 
Fort  Myers  Senior  High 
School 

Georgia 

JAMES  P.  PEAY 

Covington,  Georgia 
Newton  County  High  School 

CLAUDIA  M. 
TOWNSEND 

Atlanta,  Georgia 
Cross  Keys  High  School 

Hawaii 

ALLAN  B.  CHINEN 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Punahou  High  School 

DEBORAH  H.  IKEHARA 

Waimea,  Hawaii 
Mid-Pacific  Institute 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Idaho 

DOUGLAS  A.  ATKINS 

Bruneau,  Idaho 

Mountain  Home  High  School 

Mountain  Home,  Idaho 

MARIE  L.  FIALA 

Athol,  Idaho 
Lakeland  High  School 
Rathdrum,  Idaho 


Illinois 

MERRICK  B.  GARLAND 

Lincolnwood,  Illinois 
Niles  Township  Community 

High  School 
Skokie,  Illinois 

DAPHNE  A.  KENYON 

Villa  Park,  Illinois 
Willowbrook  High  School 

VICKI  J.  MARSHALL 

Rock  Island,  Illinois 
Rock  Island  High  School 

Indiana 

MICHAEL  E.  KIPLING 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
Northside  High  School 

JACQUELINE  A. 
SCHAKEL 

Muncie,  Indiana 
Delta  High  School 

Iowa 

LEANN  L.  RUGLAND 

St.  Olaf,  Iowa 

Central  Community  High 

School 
Elkader,  Iowa 

DANK. 

VANDERLINDEN 

Lacona,  Iowa 
Southeast  Warren 

Community  High  School 
Liberty  Center,  Iowa 

Kansas 

RONALD  J.  HILL 

Wichita,  Kansas 
Wichita  High  School  East 
CLAUDIA  McALLASTER 

Great  Bend,  Kansas 
Great  Bend  High  School 


Kentucky 

CHARLES  C.  POST 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

J.  M.  Atherton  High  School 

ELIZABETH  A.  RILEY 

Murray,  Kentucky 
Calloway  County  High 
School 

Louisiana 

JOYCE  A.  BORDELON 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
Academy  of  Holy  Angels 
GARY  7.  ELKINS 
Franklin,  Louisiana 
Franklin  High  School 
CHESTER  A.  GOUGIS 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
St.  Augustine  High  School 

Maine 

DALE  C.  GRIFFIN 

Augusta,  Maine 
Cony  High  School 

MARTHA  J.  HEWETT 

Winthrop,  Maine 
Winthrop  High  School 

Maryland 

RICHARD  R.  GOLDBERG 

Bel  Air,  Maryland 
Bel  Air  Senior  High  School 
KATHLEEN  S. 
LEW  ALLEN 

Garrett  Park,  Maryland 
Walter  Johnson  High  School 
Bethesda,  Maryland 

Massachusetts 

JEANNE  T.  BLACK 

Lexington,  Massachusetts 
Lexington  High  School 


MICHAEL  F.ZITO 
Attlcboro,  Massachusetts 

Bishop  Feehan  High  School 

Michigan 

TERRY  A.  MULDER 

Wyoming,  Michigan 
Rogers  High  School 

PATRICIA  A.  WALICKE 

Birmingham,  Michigan 
Ernest  W.  Seaholm  High 
School 

Minnesota 

WILLIAM  E.  LANG 

Bloomington,  Minnesota 
Abraham  Lincoln  High 
School 

WARREN  P.  SMITH 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
Hopkins  High  School 
Hopkins,  Minnesota 

MERRY  E.  WIESNER 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
Southwest  High  School 

Mississippi 

CHARLES  E.  GARVIN 

Jackson,  Mississippi 
Murrah  High  School 

KATHLEEN  PEOPLES 

Jackson,  Mississippi 
Jim  Hill  High  School 

RUTH  E.  ROBERTSON 

Natchez,  Mississippi 
Natchez- Adams  County  High 
School 

Missouri 

LAURA  J.  DAVID 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
University  City  Senior  High 

School 
University  City,  Missouri 


KIRK  R.  WILLIAMS 

Liberty,  Missouri 
Pembroke-Country  Day 

School 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Montana 

HAZEL  M.  HANSON 

Baker,  Montana 
Baker  High  School 

JOHN  C.  IMHOFF 

Billings,  Montana 
Billings  West  High  School 

Nebraska 

JONATHAN  J.  HANSEN 

Bloomfield,  Nebraska 
Bloomfield  High  School 

CONNIE  J.  SCHREIER 

Verdigre,  Nebraska 
Verdigre  Public  School 

Nevada 

DANIEL  S.  EVANS 

Boulder  City,  Nevada 
Boulder  City  High  School 

M.  KRISTINA 
PICKERING 

Reno,  Nevada 
Reno  High  School 

New  Hampshire 

AIMEE  L.  BRODEUR 

Penacook,  New  Hampshire 
Bishop  Brady  High  School 
Concord,  New  Hampshire 

CHRIS  W.  WILEY 

Laconia,  New  Hampshire 
Laconia  High  School 

New  Jersey 

JANET  A.  LAX 

South  Orange,  New  Jersey 
Columbia  High  School 
Maplewood,  New  Jersey 


DAVID  G.  LEVERE 

Teaneck,  New  Jersey 
Teaneck  High  School 

FREDERICK  B.  D.  SMALL 

Plainfield,  New  Jersey 
The  Taft  School 
Watertown,  Connecticut 

New  Mexico 

LESLIE  J.  HARRIS 

Roswell,  New  Mexico 
Roswell  High  School 

THOMAS  W.  MALONE 

Lake  Arthur,  New  Mexico 
Artesia  High  School 
Artesia,  New  Mexico 

New  York 

JAMES  C.  FRANCIS 

Huntington,  New  York 
Huntington  High  School 

SANDRA  L.  SEARS 

Rochester,  New  York 
Charlotte  High  School 

North  Carolina 
PETER  A.  BARNES 
Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina 
Chapel  Hill  High  School 
MARY  E.  GIBSON 
Boone,  North  Carolina 
Watauga  High  School 

North  Dakota 

ROBERT  B.  MITCHELL 

Crystal,  North  Dakota 
Valley  High  School 
Hoople,  North  Dakota 

LINDA  SUE  PETERSON 

Grand  Forks,  North  Dakota 
Red  River  High  School 

Ohio 

RITA  F.  DOVE 

Akron,  Ohio 

John  R.  Buchtel  High  School 


THOMAS  D.  FULLER 

East  Cleveland,  Ohio 
Shaw  High  School 

SARAH  G.  HORRIGAN 

Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio 
Cleveland  Heights  High 
School 

Oklahoma 

GEORGE  G.  HANGGI 

Ponca  City,  Oklahoma 
Ponca  City  High  School 

NANCY  A. 

HUTCHINSON 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Thomas  A.  Edison  High 

School 
ROBERT  R.  SWINDLER 

Lawton,  Oklahoma 
Lawton  High  School 

Oregon 

JAMES  G.  BASKER 

Grants  Pass,  Oregon 
Grants  Pass  High  School 
CAREY  E.  ROBINSON 
Portland,  Oregon 
David  Douglas  High  School 

Pennsylvania 

RICHARD  D.  COLEMAN 

Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 
St.  Andrew's  School 
Middletown,  Delaware 

H.  KERMIT  JACKSON 

North  Versailles, 

Pennsylvania 
East  Allegheny  High  School 

CHARLES  H.  LONG 

Glenside,  Pennsylvania 
William  Penn  Charter  School 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

LOIS  A.  SCHREIBER 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
Mount  Lebanon  High  School 


Rhode  Island 

THOMAS  J.  CONWAY 

Cumberland,  Rhode  Island 
Cumberland  High  School 
GAIL  F.  SILETCHNIK 
Newport,  Rhode  Island 
Rogers  High  School 

South  Carolina 

LOUISA  B.  PLYLER 

Columbia,  South  Carolina 
Dreher  High  School 

EUGENE  H.  ROBINSON 

Orangeburg,  South  Carolina 
Orangeburg  High  School 

R.  MARSHALL  WINN 

Spartanburg,  South  Carolina 
Dorman  High  School 

South  Dakota 

SALLY  J.  HUSBAND 

Highmore,  South  Dakota 
Highmore  High  School 

GORDON  S.  LOCKEN 

Bath,  South  Dakota 
Central  High  School 
Aberdeen,  South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

DEBORAH  L.  BARNES 

Knoxville,  Tennessee 
Young  High  School 

WILLIAM  E.  MOORE 

Daisy,  Tennessee 
Soddy-Daisy  High  School 
Soddy,  Tennessee 

MORRIS  S.  THOMPSON 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee 
Chattanooga  High  School 

Texas 

KAREN  S.  BLISARD 

Lubbock,  Texas 

Monterey  Senior  High  School 


BRYAN  C.  JACK 

Tyler,  Texas 

Robert  E.  Lee  High  School 

Utah 

SHELLEY  LEWIS 

Ogden,  Utah 
Ogden  High  School 

JAMES  A.  RICH 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Highland  High  School 

Vermont 

SUSAN  C.  MAERKI 
Burlington,  Vermont 
Burlington  High  School 

DAVID  A.  RICHEY 

Barre,  Vermont 
Spaulding  High  School 

Virginia 

MARTHA  A.  DAHLEN 

Charlottesville,  Virginia 
Lane  High  School 

HAYNES  W.  LUND 

Richmond,  Virginia 
George  Wythe  High  School 

Washington 
CATHRYN  S.  BILLS 

Tacoma,  Washington 
Clover  Park  High  School 

HERMAN  B.  LEONARD 

Bellevue,  Washington 
Bellevue  High  School 


West  Virginia 
THOMAS  M. 
CUNNINGHAM 

Wheeling,  West  Virginia 
Wheeling  High  School 

THERESE  SCHMITT 
Wheeling,  West  Virginia 
Central  Catholic  High  School 

Wisconsin 

MICHAEL  L.  JOHNSTON 

Sturgeon  Bay,  Wisconsin 
Sturgeon  Bay  High  School 

CHERYL  J.  RUCKS 

Lomira,  Wisconsin 
Lomira  High  School 

Wyoming 

MAURYA  A.  MEENAN 
Casper,  Wyoming 
Kelly  Walsh  High  School 

WILLIAM  G.  RECTOR 

Cheyenne,  Wyoming 
Central  High  School 

Puerto  Rico 

GABRIEL  GARCIA 

Guaynabo,  Puerto  Rico 
Colegio  San  Ignacio  High 

School 
Rio  Piedras,  Puerto  Rico 

MARINA  I.  MARTINEZ 

Villa  Caparra,  Puerto  Rico 
Academia  San  Jose  High 
School 
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